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Preface to the Seventeenth Edition

eeping up to date with legal changes is challenging, because 
the law is changing all the time. Please be aware that there 

are almost daily changes to some aspects of aviation law, so you 
must check the CAA and EASA websites frequently.

To highlight the difference between UK CAA material and 
ICAO or EASA material, we use a lighter typeface for the ICAO 
material.

NOTE Please check our websites for updates and links to 
references mentioned in the text. Please refer to 
www.pooleysapp.com and to the Pooleys websites: 
www.pooleys.com and www.pooleysfis.com.

On 1st January 2021 the EASA Regulations that had been in 
force in the UK transferred into UK law as ‘retained EU law’ - 
EASA Basic Regulation became UK Basic Regulation. This 
means that, for the time being at least, the same rules and 
regulations still apply but the CAA and Department of Transport 
have become the responsible departments.

Until any further changes are made there is still a difference 
between what were classed as ‘EASA aircraft’ and ‘non-EASA 
aircraft’ but the terms now used are ‘Part-21 aircraft’ and ‘non-
Part-21 aircraft’. Part-21 is the scheme for aircraft design and 
production certification under EASA and has been included in 
the UK retained EU law. Part-21 aircraft are regulated under the 
retained EU law while non-Part-21 aircraft are regulated under 
the Air Navigation Order.

There will be changes to the retained EU law in the future that 
are not known at the time of writing so it is vital that updates are 
monitored via Skywise and info.caa.uk/uk-eu-transition.

Operation of Aircraft
EASA classified civil aviation activities as:

– Commercial or non-commercial, based on the presence of 
remuneration;

– Air transport or specialised operation, based on the activity 
performed;

– Performed by complex motor-powered or other-than-
complex motor-powered based on the aircraft used for the 
activity.

K
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The definition of ‘complex’ in terms of air operations is:
• Maximum certificated take-off mass exceeding 5700 kg.

• Certificated for a maximum passenger seating configuration of 
more than 19.

• Certificated for operation with a minimum crew of at least two 
pilots.

• Equipped with at least one turbojet engine or more than one 
turboprop engine.

The retained EU law is structured in a way that the BASIC 
REGULATION branches off into different parts concerned with 
different aspects of aviation.
• The Part that deals with NCO operations is PART-NCO.

• The Part that deals with flight crew licensing is PART-FCL.

• The Regulation that deals with Rules of the Air is SERA 
(Standardised European Rules of the Air).

So what documents do I need to refer to as a UK pilot flying a G 
registered aeroplane?

AIR NAVIGATION ORDER (ANO) 2016 
Not changed. Enacted by parliament containing safety 
requirements for all aircraft in UK airspace and persons involved 
in aircraft operations.

Contains airworthiness, operational, and flight crew 
regulations for non-Part-21 aircraft.

THE STANDARDISED EUROPEAN RULES OF THE AIR (UK) 
AND UK RULES OF THE AIR REGULATIONS 2015 
All aircraft in UK airspace must adhere to these regulations.
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PART-FCL 
This contains all licensing requirements for Part-21 aeroplanes.

PART-NCO 
This contains all operational regulations for Part-21 other-than-
complex motor-powered aircraft.

ANO 2016 - PART 6 & SCHEDULE 8 
This contains all licensing requirements for non-Part-21 
aeroplanes.

ANO 2016 - PART 5 & SCHEDULE 5 
This contains all operational regulations for non-Part 21 aircraft.

Part-21 or Non-Part-21?
Most ‘modern’ factory built aircraft (not including microlights or 
gyroplanes) are classed as Part-21 whilst vintage, ex-military and 
amateur built aircraft, together with microlights and gyroplanes, 
are non-Part-21.

What has happened to my licence?
Part-FCL licences for Part-21 aircraft are now issued in 
accordance with the UK (formerly EASA) Aircrew Regulation. 
UK issued EASA Part-FCL licences that were issued whilst the 
UK was still part of EASA remain valid on UK registered aircraft. 
A Part-FCL licence may also be used to fly a non-Part-21 aircraft 
of an equivalent category and class. However, to fly a non-Part-
21 aircraft requiring a type rating you do need an endorsed UK 
licence issued in accordance with the ANO.

A recent change to the UK (EU) Aircrew Regulations means 
pilots with a licence issued under the Air Navigation Order and 
who hold a valid SEP, SLMG, SSEA or TMG Class Rating(s) can 
now fly UK (G) registered Part 21 aeroplanes.

Holders of an UK ANO licence with a SEP Class Rating are 
limited to similar privileges of the UK Part-FCL LAPL(A), when 
exercising the privileges of this rating while flying UK (G) 
registered Part 21 aeroplanes.
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